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The new era of life has 
struck hard and struck fast for 
those who have not accom-
modated for the new lifestyle 
that is implemented. Unfor-
tunately, those who would 
like to withhold that certain 
lifestyle are being sucked into 
the rolling vacuum of change. 
For the last 300+ years of 
inhabiting the United States, 
citizens fought for any and 
every type of equality, from 
race, religion, education, gen-
der, and sexual preferences. 
    No matter the generation, 
at least one person that lives 
in this country has experi-
enced at least once in their 
lifetime,  events where other 
citizens attempt to achieve 
the same rights as everyone 
else. It’s important to strive 
for these goals, but in the 
quest of equality and accep-
tance, how far must the idea 
be pushed before the notation 
of acceptance become too 
“extreme?” To word it better, 
how far must someone toler-
ate another person’s rights to 
the point they are infringing 
and belittling the rights of 
others?
    To give an insight, there is 
an ongoing case that is brew-
ing in the Palatine school 
district. In this case, there is 
a debate on the equality of 
one anonymous student (who 
will be referred to as ‘Student 
A’). Student A is claimed to 
be transgender, and wishes to 
use the same locker room of 
the sex they identify as. Not 
surprisingly, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of 
Civil Rights ruled the school 
to accommodate for Student 
A under the notation that 
they are being discriminated 
against. So, Student A has 
unlimited access to the girl’s 
restroom and the locker room 
along with permission to join 
any girl’s exclusive sports 
available. 
    In most cases, the situation 
is usually handled effectively

 and the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office of Civ-
il Rights quickly nips the 
problem in the bud.  Outside 
of a few stragglers who wish 
to turn over the rulings, the 
faction can be chalked up to 
as either bigoted or a ho-
mophobic crowd.  It is how-
ever, a different beast for the 
Palatine school district, since 

the standing has received a 
massive backlash from the 
community and other com-
munities both in and out of 
Illinois. 
    From face value, the 
backlash could be interpreted 
as yet another negative drive 
from ignorant or bigoted 
individuals, but the issue that 
is driving the giant wedge 
for the community is not 
classified as bigoted or ho-
mophobic; it is instead seen 
as an issue about privacy and 
infringing on rights.
    It should be noted that the 
arguments being used in this 
article are not being used in 
a biased or negative fashion 
towards the student and their 
personal life decisions. The 
issue that is being pointed out 
is that there are other students 
who could feel uncomfort-
able about the situation, just 
like the five girls who attend-
ed the school board meeting 
affected by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of 
Civil Rights decision. They 
were willing to speak up 
about their displeasure of the 
ruling by the office, but they 
made it clear that they had no 
qualms with the transgender 
student’s lifestyle and choic-
es.  
    Most students, even the 
few that have been inter-

viewed throughout Thorn-
ridge have shown great pos-
itivity in the matter and have 
shown no issue with the hot 
topic at hand. 
    However, it must be kept 
in mind that places like the 
school locker-room are al-
ready a controversial subject 
of debate. As locker rooms 
are constantly seen by stu-

dents as an uncomfortable 
area due to having to ex-
pose their bodies in a public 
arena with other students 
whom they may not be even 
be  slightly familiar. And it 
takes a lot for a student to 
make themselves comfortable 
enough to openly change in 
front of peers.
    Not only that, if you add an 
unknown factor like Student 
A who has not even received 
the appropriate surgery to be 
the sex they identify as, it can 
be seen as the final line of 
privacy that has been crossed. 
It is even worse when you 
factor in more malicious and 
rage induced individuals who 
could cause physical, mental

or emotional pain towards the 
student. So now schools must 
factor in safety measures for 
the student in order for their 
health not to be compro-
mised. It could reach levels 
similar to the extreme protec-
tion that black students had to 
experience during the 1960’s 
when they were getting the 
same education under the Jim 
Crow Law.
    Granted, it would be a 
completely different story if 
Student A had already re-
ceived the necessary surgery 
to confirm that they are, in 
fact, a female. From what 
that is given, Student A has 
not received that and is still 
anatomically male. Mean-
while, other males/females 
that attend schools in the U.S. 
are forbidden to be in the op-
posite sex’s locker-room/re-
stroom or else they will face 
major consequences from the 
school.
     Even worse, if the student 
is caught doing anything 
close to sexual activities in 
said facilities, consensual or 
not. And if regular students 
are not allowed to use the 
same facilities for the same 
reasons, it begs the question 
how can a school trust an 
individual 

Continued on page 3. . .

The  War on Transition
The cautionary tale on tolerance, privacy, hypocritical actions, and the 

pursuit of happiness.

By Aaron C. Cole
Photos courtesy of Chicago Tribune 
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Editorial Policy

The Bagpipe is an open forum 
for student expression. The 
writing, editing, graphics and 
photography are contributed 
by students currently enrolled 
in the Journalism 101 Class 
and the Bagpipe Newspaper 
Club of Thornridge High 
School.  Editorial articles 
strictly reflect the opinions of 
the student writer and should 
not be a representation of the 
Bagpipe staff or advisors.

Students can order 
any pictures that are 
in the newspaper or 
displayed in the caf-
eteria by simply stop-
ping by the Bagpipe 
office to pick-up an 

order form.
 

Prices are as 
follows:

4” x 6”     $1.00

5” x 7”     $5.00

8” x 10”   $8.00

Order as many as 
wanted.  Be sure to 

include payment 
when dropping off 
the order form to 

either 
Mrs. Joseph in the 

library or 
Ms. Zachery in B220.

Inside this edition . . .

Feature      2-3
Editorials    4-5
Artist Spotlight   6
S.A.V.E.     7
Conumdrums   8
Black History   9
Healthy Living   10
Sports     11-12

However, it must be kept in mind 
that places like the school locker-
room are already a controversial 

subject of debate. 
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Feature  
who claims that they are 
transgender but could have 
a malicious agenda that the 
school may not know? If the 
hypothetical somehow is 
proven positive on the claim 
of malicious intent, the back-
lash that the school may go 
through due to the outcome 
of said hypothetical event 
could reach astronomical 
levels of PR meltdown.
    Even if the hypothetical 
used above is removed from 
the big picture, the proverbi-
al elephant in the room still 
stands as the students who 
are affected by the ruling 
have not gotten the attention 
nor the respect for their own 
rights by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of 
Civil Rights. What uncovers 
the rose tinted glasses on the 
issue is that the student made 
one response to the U.S. 
Department of Education’s 
Office of Civil Rights and 
they immediately use their 
authoritative powers to sub-
ject the district to their rule 
without an opposing position 
because the school would 
lose its funding.
    Measures like this are 
incredibly alarming since the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion’s Office of Civil Rights 
immediately swooped in and 
made might of their pres-
ence to the district in order 
to accommodate for Student 
A. What makes it worse is 
that the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office of Civil 
Rights did
not even think about the 
rights and privacy of those 
who are also affected on 
the case. Granted, everyone 
should have their rights and 
freedom in this country, but 
to the point that you must put 
everyone in a bind and not 
consider the welfare of others 
should not be met unless a 
compromise is met for both 
parties.
    Well, if the situation is as 
dire as it seems, what are 
some alternatives that both 
the Office of Civil Rights and 
the Palatine School district 
can make a compromise on?’ 
According to the Palatine 
School District, they could 
have a privacy curtain in-
stalled for the student in order 
to change in the locker room 
of their choice. The idea may 
be able to clear some of the 
privacy matters and the use
of the locker room the student 
desires. Yet on the oppo-

site end of the spectrum, the 
curtain can be seen as heavily 
biased since Student A will be 
given their very own privacy 
curtain, while others have to 
still change in the open.
    Another solution to the 
problem may be to install a 
locker-room/restroom spe-
cifically tailored towards 
transgender students or staff. 
Students or others may have 
their own space to change 
and use the restroom while 
not causing tension. A num-
ber of schools have been 
installing stalls and locker 
rooms specifically for trans-
gender students and staff, in-
cluding Thornridge who have 
one installed according to our 
Athletic Department.
    It is obvious topics like 
this are very messy. It’s un-
comfortable, sometimes heart 
wrenching, and revealing.  
It is not all that bad either, 
considering that these topics 
need to be addressed and we 
have to learn from the many 
past mistakes that our ances-
tors faced and end the cycle 
with us. 
    Everyone deserves the 
chance to be happy and seen 
as an equal on this earth, 
which is the fundamental rule 
that our fore fathers fought 
for way back in the beginning 
of independence. Unfortu-
nately, the terminology has 
been twisted and mistranslat-
ed for awhile. It is up to us to 
steer back the true meaning 
and end the cycle of hatred 
by learning to accept and 
tolerate. 
    But people must realize in 
the fight to pave for equali-
ty for minorities, they must 
recognize that the same rules 
of equality falls under the 
majority as well, or else it 
defeats the entire purpose 
and make the fight seem as 
bigoted and jaded as those 
who they are fighting against. 
Does it seem practically im-
possible to reach accommo-
dation levels? Possibly, but is 
it really impossible to try? 
 

Thornton Township High School District 
205

Seventh Annual

Family Reading Night 
and 

Poetry Slam
Thornridge High School

15000 Cottage Grove Avenue
Dolton, Illinois

Thursday, April 21, 2016
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Enjoy an evening filled with activities for the entire family.
Come together to embrace the love for books and reading 

through food, fun and the spoken word!

TW-TR-TT Poetry Slam
Puppet Show

Reader’s Theatre
Book Swap

Guest Poet and much more . . .

Dinner and Day Care will be provided.   
Funded by “Title I and the Academic Enrichment Foundation”
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Students Comfort Level Regarding Sharing  
Dressing Areas with Transgenders

Comfortable Uncomfortable

Neutral, 180

Supportive, 115

Enraged, 13

REACTION OF NON-TRANSGENDER STUDENTS TO TRANSGENDER 
STUDENTS ATTENDING THORNRIDGE

145

72

Those Who Would be Friends with a Transgender

Yes No



Many studies show that 
high school seniors are more 
likely to become stressed out 
then the average adult. Stress 
comes from all different 
ways. 
    Some might say it mostly 
school related, but that’s a 
different story. 
Seniors on the other hand, 
feel as if they do not need to 
do the extra work that comes 
with the senior year.
    Seniors only have a few 
things on the brain at this 
time of the year, and that’s 
graduating and getting into 
college or into the military.
    Yet, that’s not all that 
seniors are doing during the 
school year. Many seniors are 
in various school clubs and 
activities. 
    Seniors are desperately 
trying to finish their last year 
with a bang, and that includes 
getting good grades and hav

Editorials 

    That can change by hav-
ing salad bars and having a 
variety of fruits so students 
can have access to the pro-
duce of their choice.  Instead 
of having apples, bananas, 
and oranges all the time, why 
not add grapes, watermelon, 
or pineapples to the possible 
choices?.
    Having more healthy 
choices for the students can 
increase their ability to learn.
The nutrients in the fruits and 

vege-
atbles 
help to 
keep 
them 
awake 
during 
class. 
And 
from 
the 

looks of 
it, the 

current selcetions offered are 
not that healthy.
    It is unhealthy to skip 
lunch.  Students need nutri-
ents that this midday meal 
provides. From research, 
school lunches across the 
world are much better than 
US lunches.

ing fun also, but it’s kind of 
hard to manage all of that and 
keep those grades looking 
sharp.There are other sources 
of stress that many seniors 
won’t even think about half 
the time, but it’s a part of life.
    Seniors may not notice 
when their afraid of certain 
things happening around 
them. Examples of this may 
include how they may think 
about possible rejection 
letters from a college, or 
the ramifications of leaving 
home. It’s hard for some 
teens to go away for post 
high school studies.. 
    Fortunatley,  there are dif-
ferent ways for teens to cope 
with the stress of everyday 
life.  
    Here are some ways to 
cope with stress:
1. Trying something new.
When you change up your 
daily routine it can make a 
big change in your lifestyle.

2. Live in the moment.
Never miss out on the fun 
times of high school, because 
you will never get that time 
back.

3. Steer clear of DRAMA.
Do you really want to spend 
your last year of High School 
with a bunch of mess happen-
ing? Of course NOT! Make 
the very best of it all.

4. Plan ahead.
You shouldn’t plan anything 
in the ninth hour for your se-
nior year. Always plan like an 
early bird would, and you’ll 
never regret it.
     Overall, it depends on 
how you deal with your life 
and your future. 
    
     Yes, high school and life is 
hard, but it will be so worth it 
when you go across that stage 
to not only gain a high school 
diploma, but to start another 
chapter in your life.

Good Luck!

Terrible, no-good    
food

              BY KASHLEIGH REDD

 The school lunch is 
horrible. Just like in any 
teen movie, the kids here at 
TR dislike their lunch too. 
Most people call the meat 
they serve, “mystery meat”. I 
would call it that too because 
of the horrifying look and 
taste of the lunch. 
    The school lunch, I would 
consider the worst food on 
earth 
because it 
reminds 
me of 
mush. 
Who 
wants to 
eat mush 
for lunch? 
Well, you 
can’t just 
starve in school.   But you 
can have your voice heard.  
You can have a vote on how 
to get better, quality food. 
    Many kids would rather 
starve all day than eat that 
lunch, because I know I 
would. I would like to con-
sider having better food in 
the lunchroom for health 
purposes.
     Bringing your own lunch 
might seem like a lot of 
work, but it probably is much 
better. School lunches the 
way that they are now, can 
cause health problems. The 
lunch is packed with so much 
fat and so little nutrients that 
it is not good for you. 

At your best or completely stressed?
BY PHOENYX GOOSBY

Photo by Phoenyx Goosby

Photo Courtesy of Pixar

Photo by Kashleigh Redd

Congratulations to the TR Drama/Group Interp Teams!
    Congratulations are in order for director, Mrs. Nesbitt and the Thorn-
ridge Drama/Group Interp Teams.  At the SWSC Drama/Group Interpreta-
tion Festival held at Homewood -Flossmoor High School, the contest play, 
Wine in the Wilderness by Alice Childress received 3 SWSC All Conference 
acting awards.  Rodney Jackson, Jalen Thomas and Kayla Winston were 
bestowed with acting excellence honors.
    Lysistrata by Arisophanes ,the group interp production, garnered all Su-
perior ratings and EVERY member of the GI received an SWCA All Con-
ference award for acting excellence!!!!
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Editorials 

    School is considered to 
be an extravagant haven for 
the uneducated and the small 
minded to become assimilat-
ed and formulate a surefire 
way for those who are not 
considered to be able citizens 
to become one. 
    As much as people may not 
see it, school is deemed to be 
a “Boot Camp”.  The insti-
tution, rather than working 
on the physical and reflexive 
prowess of the average man 
and woman, is a pure mental 
torture chamber that sets the 
playing field for those who 
don’t make the cut. 
     Either shape up or stay 
broken. You can unlock your 
hidden potential by discov-
ering what you are able to 
accomplish; or you will falter 
and become worthless to 
society.  
     School is supposed to be 

the undeniable mental con-
stitute that holdsdown the 
average student, place into 
their cranium knowledge to 
become reliable citizens.      
     Comparison to the former 
generation of fresh minds, the 
rate of students doing well 
has had a drastic drop-off in 
certain areas. 
     It can even be boldly 
said that the whole country 
itself has taken a dramatic 
plunge that in no way seems 
to be sensationalized. A 
good example is the recent 
news about Chicago Public 
School’s graduation rate. 
     Surprisingly, the 2014-15 
school year ended on a high 
note with  the graduation rate 
climbing up to 4% in com-
parison to the previous school 
year.. 
     But the unfortunate news 
about that is when in compar-

School Preparation
By Aaron C. Cole

ison to last year, the school 
dropout rate was at 64% 
percent, leaving the recent-
ly completed year at 69%. 
Many would consider that to 
be great progress, but it also 
comes into consideration that 
when in 2011-2012 school 
year, the graduation rate 
at CPS was at a historical 
80% that year, and only 1% 
dropped out the following.
     The fact that there was 
an insane drop-off between 
those years has to be incredi-
bly alarming, it is not accept-
able to have this type of drop 
off, and the sad thing about 
this is that the decline is not 
only a reoccurring problem 
in the city of Chicago, but 
rather an occurring problem 
nationally.

Week 1
Test Date Morning (8 AM) Afternoon (12 PM)

Monday 
May 2

AP Chemistry 
AP Environmental 
Science

AP Psychology

Tuesday 
May 3

AP Computer Science 
A 
AP Spanish Language 
and Culture

AP Art History 
AP Physics 1: Algebra-based

Wednesday 
May 4

AP English Literature 
and 
Composition

AP Physics 2: Algebra-Based

Thursday 
May 5

AP Calculus AB 
AP Calculus BC

 

Friday 
May 6

AP United States 
History

Week 2
Test Date Morning (8 AM) Afternoon (12 PM)

Wednesday 
May 11

AP English Language 
and Composition

AP Macroeconomics

AP Exam Schedule
Thornridge High School

2016 Graduating Senior Information 
& Important Dates

2015-2016  Yearbook
Submit payment to Cashier in the Main Office
Cost:   $30.00 early purchase  (through April 30, 2016)
 $40.00 after May 1, 2016

Senior Class Shirt
Submit payment to Mrs. Perkins-Udu in Room C102
Cost: $15.00 w/o name
 $20.00 w/name

Prom
Friday, May 13, 2016  7:00pm - 11:30 pm

Alumni Shirts
Submit Payment to Ms. Ousley in Room B99 by April 29,  
 2016

Six Flags Lock-in
Saturday, May 14, 2016
Cost: $55.00 includes “all-you-can-eat” dinner

Graduation
Sunday, May 22, 2016  4:00 pm
All school fees and fines must be paid prior to graduation 
in order to participate and receive a diploma

Cap and Gown
Provided by Balfour
708.418.8400
There will be a $20.00 late fee after February 1, 2016

Go Falcons! 
Congratulations to the 

State Qualifying Drama / Group
Interpretation Cast and Crew of 

Lysistrata

The State Drama/Group Interpretation 
Competition 

April 1, 2016 -April 2, 2016 
 University of Illinois – Springfield.

Thornridge 
High School 
Talent Show

Friday, April 8, 2016 
Eanes Auditorium 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm



Artist Spotlight 
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Jessica McBounds
     The very talented Jessica McBounds is a junior.  She 
has enjoyed drawing since the age of eight.  Jessica has 
four siblings.  She is the middle child.  Her interest was 
derived as a way to eleviate boredom.  Her two older 
brothers also have artist tendencies.  Although she has not 
decided which college that she will attend, she does know 
that it will be outside of Illinois and preferably in the 
northwest portion of the United States.
     In addition to drawing, Jessica enjoys playing the 
clarinet in the Thornridge Band, hanging out with friends 
and eating.

Untitled, graphite and colored pencil

Interested in being a Spotlight Artist?  Submit your art 
work to Mrs. Joseph in the library or to Ms. Zachery in 

room B220.

Untitled, graphite, colored pencil and pen

Untitled, graphite, colored pencil and pen

Untitled, graphite and pen



By Jamaria Fisher and Triana 
Johnson

      Around the world there 
has been numerous counts of 
violence within our commu-
nity and out. This step com-
petition is to raise awareness 
against violence. Teams have 
come together to show us 
there are more things in life 
than violence. Teams from 
younger to older are compet-
ing today not only for fun but 
for the fight against violence. 
The hosts tonight are TR 
Alumni Tamara Tate and 
Riley Jackson.
     First team up S.A.V.E drill 
team, the team is large and 
very loud. Every single per-
son that is on the team is on 
the honor roll. What a beauti-
ful performance. 

    Next up...Yorkville Middle 
School.  Babies….. I think 
not. They are performance 
ready. Later on in the show, 
Yorkville struggled with 
early starts. However, practice 
makes perfect. 
     Dixon Elementary School 
has a lot of support from 
family and friends. The bright 
colors with pjs was a style 
different from others teams. 
They are so young. The team 
stood out  from the  begin-
ning of the competition. 
    Competition Mavericks 
competes for the first time 
and their main focus centered 
around their facials expres-
sions. The whole purpose of 
the competition was non- vi-
olence or death related. Their 
entire performance focused 
on nothing but violence, 

however their speed was 
wonderful. Better luck next 
time.
     Thornton Township High 
School did a good job. The 
girls loved the tension and 
every step was on point. 
Meanwhile, the helmet falling 
off one of the stepper’s head 
could have been hazardous, 
but they still performed ac-
cordingly and did a great job.   
    Homewood Flossmoor Vi-
Queens’ facials were on point 
the whole time. They were in 
perfect sync with each other. 
They exhibited wonderful 
stepping and personalities on 
stage. 
     All of these teams today 
did so well.  It had to be a 
tough decision for the judges 
to make.

Stomp The Violence Step Competition

Alumni Hosts:  Riley Jackson 
and Tamara Tate

Homewood-Flossmoor Step 
Team the ViQueens

Competition Mavericks from  
Fort Wayne, IN

TR has a little fun during intermission.  Little McGee shows 
his moves much to the delight of the entire crowd. 

Judges: Ms. Lawson and Mr. Cox-Bey

Dixon Elementary School Step Team

...And the winners are!

Middle School Division: 
1st Yorkville Middle S.  
2nd  Competition Mavericks
3rd Dixon D.O.Y.L.E.S

High School Division:
 1st Kappa League
 2nd Yorkville High School 
 3rd HF Vikings & ViQueens                                                                               

Proceeds from the SAVE step 
show go towards funding 
their annual SAVE Schol-
arship.  The scholarship is 
awarded every year to a 
deserving TR senior who 
exemplifies an upstanding 
community member who par-
ticipates in service work to 
better Dolton and the adjoin-
ing communities.

S.A.V.E. precision is a must.

Thinking outside of the box makes for a great step show.  Not 
only are they precise, but they are also bold and daring. 

Mrs. Sabbat announces the winners of both the middle and 
high school divisions. 
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S.A.V.E. 

Season Records:

Homewood Flossmoor H.S. Step Competition -- 3rd Place

Thornton Township High School Step Competition -- 4th Place

Kappa League Step Competition -- 4th Place

Hillcrest High School Step Competition -- 2nd Place



TR 2016 Prom Information
 

Date
Friday, May 13, 2016

Venue
Crystal Gardens at Navy Pier (Chicago, IL)

Parking will be an additional $25.00 through 
the Standard Parking Company

Tickets Prices
Early Bird - $125.00

November 30, 2015 - December 17, 2016

Regular - $140.00
January 11 - March 23, 2016

Save $10.00 if complete FAFSA

Late - $180.00
April 4 - April 11, 2016

No discount!
No ticket sales after April 11, 2016

No Exceptions

TR Prom Sponsor 
Mrs. Stephens

Room B217
708.271.4686

     Doubt is man’s worst 
enemy. Doubt is the com-
plete opposite of confidence. 
Everyone has doubt, peo-
ple can’t say, do or believe 
without having doubt. Doubt 
is not a good thing to have 
because it can cause de-
pression. People have doubt 
because they feel that they 
are not able to do something. 
Most people have had doubt 
in themselves and others.
     Doubt blocks out hope 
and most people need hope 
to survive life, to survive 
through hard times. It’s dif-
ficult to do anything without 
having doubt because not ev-
erything is easy or simple. It 
takes strength and courage to 
bring the good out of people 
and accept the worse. 

mine.      
     Sometimes I think so 
poorly of myself, for the stuff 
I can’t do. Then, I realize 
how confident I am in myself 
for all things I achieve and 
accomplish in my life.
     I realize that I can do 
things as long as I believe 
in myself, as long as I know 
what, why and for who I’m 
doing it for. I remember it 
like it was yesterday, the time 

where I not only 
doubted myself, 
but I felt pain and 
fear in myself. I felt 
as if I was nothing 
that I couldn’t do 
anyhing and that 
there was nothing 
for me. 

     I would shed the tears of 
hatred and pain I had until 
nightfall. I would cry myself 
to sleep so that I could let out 
little bits of pain I within me 
every night. I doubted myself 
so much that it affected my 
school work.
     I would go to school with

     What happens to a person 
who has been teased, bullied, 
laughed at, and tortured by 
their family members? Those 
people have to look into the 
mirror everyday and deal 
with the pain. Many of them 
become rebellious because 
they feel that the whole world 
hates them and that nobody 
cares for them.  They feel 
left out. 
     These people are the 
ones wearing all black and 
listening to hardcore rock 
music, because that music 
is their escape from the 
pain.  These divergent people 
relate to the lyrics that scream 
from the music. People judge 
them because it’s something 
different and people are 
scared of differences. 
     If they see something new 

first have to go through hell, 
but how are we supposed to 
believe that this is true?
     It seems as if all of our 
lives have been trying times. 
How long our we suppose to 
believe that there is heaven. 
Is there enough room for us? 
Everyone makes mistakes, no 
is perfect. 

 We can’t wait forever    
 for somebody to rescue us.  
  We have to fight for our 
 selves. People don’t realize 
that we accept who we are. 
 Let’s take pride in being 
different from everyone, 

because being different is 
okay. No need to worry about 
what society labels us. We 
are monsters.   Stop looking 
under the bed for monsters, 
realize that they are inside us.
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Conumdrums 

Doubt 
by fernanDo hernanDez

It’s not always a bad thing 
to have doubt.  It shows that 
you care.  If you have a great 
deal of doubt, then should 
have the same amount of 
confidence.  I be-
lieve where there 
is darkness there is 
also light. You just 
have to recognize 
the light and find 
your way towards 
it.
     It doesn’t 
matter which side you pick 
because we all have our own 
opinions and beliefs. Either 
way you will still have doubt 
about something. I have had 
doubt before it’s not a good 
feeling, but I have people 
help me feel strong about, we 
are all strong, we have hope 

get all the doubts out because 
no one is perfect. We all just 
need to find hope, to find the 
things or people that keeps us 
going, those that have faith 
in us.
     In a way it’s all about 
what we believe in because 
we will never know for sure 
if the truth we know about 
anyone or anything is really 
true. It all comes down to 
yourself whether you want 

doubt yourself or not. I still 
doubt myself sometimes be-
cause I’m not perfect, no one 
is perfect. I try to give up on 
things because I doubt my-
self, but that’s not always a 
bad thing. Everyone has their 
own strength and weakness-
es. I’m pretty sure I have 

The Monster
 
         By Litzy Melchor

a smile on my face, but really 
I was hurting inside.
     I would look at my family, 
my friends and my girlfriend 
and I would try not to cry. I 
would look at myself in the 
mirror and ask myself who 
am I, what am I, and am I 
okay? 
     It took days, weeks, even 
months to try and stop doubt-
ing myself and start to have 
faith in myself. I had help 
from friends, from family and 
my girlfriend. I was in 
a pitiful state where I 
couldn’t trust, believe or love 
anyone.  They helped me 
work through my issues and 
see the light..

and unique, they run away 
from it.  Many people make 
fun of those who are unusual, 
but when different fights back 
they get mad. Why are you 
getting mad, if we fight back?
     Do we have no right to do 
so? But if you fight and tease 
us, it is okay because we don’t 
say anything?

     We are happy to see terror 
on your face and the fear in 
your eyes looking back at us 
because it brings joy to us.   
Now, you see what we have to 
go through. People say that in 
order to get to heaven you 

You just have to 
recognize the light and find 

your way towards it.

Journalism 101 Club

Meets
Mondays and Wednesdays

3:00 pm -5:00 pm
 Room B220

New Members Welcome

Let’s take pride in being dif-
ferent from everyone, because 

being different is okay.



Black history is not just a 
February thing; it is a life-
style.  Learning of ones 
culture and heritage is only 
celebrated amongst the mass-
es during February, so why 
should TR be any different.  

“It is our desire that our 
students not only enjoy 
Black History all year, but 
learn about the heritage and 
culture of African American 
people.  Through exposure 
to the struggles and victo-
ries we plan to highlight, we 
hope the students will learn 
to better appreciate one 
another and the rights and 
privileges they have received 
because of the efforts of 
many.” ~Mrs. Udu

     This year Mrs. Udu and 
Mr. Douglas provided TR 
students and staff with a 
many wondrous activities, 
events, trivia, and prizes. 
There was the usual essay 
and art contests which pro-
duced three fabulous pieces 
from which the student win-
ners were awarded monetary 
prizes. Jehna Darge 1st place, 
Tyrin Redeaux 2nd place, and 
Elijah Carmack 3rd place. 
Their artwork can be viewed 
in the C1 hallway display

case. 
     Also returning was the 
self-improvement workshop 
series. This year students 
were able to listen to experts 
in their field and benefit from 
their knowledge. The top-
ics this year were: How to 
become a Successful Entre-
preneur, Building Positive 
Relationships, Community 
Action, and Recognizing Ad-
olescent Domestic Violence.  
There were many students 
who attended and learned a 
thing or two. 

     In attendance was a rep-
resentative from the Mayor’s 
office, Chief of staff, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Scott. She came 
to assist, support, and get 
ideas of how to help uplift 
the students throughout the 
year. From this she also has 
offered an internship to one 
of the BHC members who 
has expressed an interest in 
politics.

     Ahh yes, that brings us to 
one of the best parts of BHM, 
the part where many staff 
and students are put into the 
mindset of collaborating…the 
door design contest. There 
were many awesome doors.  
Shout out to Mrs. Ellis and

Ms. Bourne for the journey 
through history with the 
viewing booth.  Also to Mrs. 
Martinez and AVID with the 
“I Have a Dream” door. Mrs. 
Mitrovich and class with the 
“Snap Black History.” Mrs. 
Edgerton with the history of 
Black America through trivia 
and discussion questions.  
Last, but certainly not least…
did you see the “Glory” door? 
 
     The month of activities 
concluded with the annual 
Black History Assembly, 
produced this year by Mr. 
Douglas.  It featured a rivet-
ing performance by the TR 
SAVE Steppers, awareness 
skits performed by members 
of the BHM committee, a 
montage of poignant images, 
and a beautiful rendition of 
the black national anthem Lift 
Every Voice and Sing sung by 
Ms. Carly Moore.

     Overall the month of 
activities were outstanding, 
uplifting and enriching.  We 
can only hope that this proves 
to educate people and keep 
the conversation of black 
history and black lives matter 
going. 

Celebrate…learn…remem-
ber. 

     Black History Month, an 
entire month of dedication 
and learning about the hero-
ic and revolutionary move-
ments that where created 
thanks to the black commu-
nity. From inventions such 
as peanut butter, to civil 
rights activism from the 
likes of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., we have a rich and 
mesmerizing history that 
oozes with inspiration.  
    
    It’s obvious at this point 
that we are aware of the 
purpose of the month and 
why we celebrate it, but 
have we learned who, why 
and how this month of cele-
bration started? Well, let us 
take a journey into the wild 
yonder that is Black History 
Month.

     In order to learn about 
its origins, we must learn 
who created it. Enter the 
man known as Dr. Carter 
G. Woodson.  Dr. Woodson 
was born in New Canton, 
Virginia on December 19, 
1865. He was the 4th born 
out of the 7 in his family. 
and during his tenure in his 
family home he worked as a 
sharecropper and a miner. 

     He went to school in his 
teens and showed off his 
impressive intellect as he 
completed 4 years in the 
course of 2 years at  Berea 
College. 
  
Woodson went to the Phil-
ippines and worked as an 
education superintendent. 
After his time in the Philip-
pines, he attended Univer-

sity of Chicago to receive 
a  second bachelor’s degree 
and an additional Master’s 
degree. And in 1912, he 
received a doctorate degree 
from Harvard University, 
proceeding W.E.B DuBois 
as the second African Amer-
ican to receive a Ph.D at the 
institution.

Once he completed his 
education, Dr. Woodson 
dedicated his whole life to 
teaching about Black Culture 
and the history around it. 
He  founded organizations, 
lobbied and rallied for the 
teaching of Afro-American 
History in schools. Because 
of his constant lobbying for 
Afro-American History being 
taught in school, Woodson 
came up with the idea of a 
week dedicated to the studies 
and learning of Afro-Ameri-
can History. That week went 
on to be known as Negro His-
tory Week and took placedur-
ing a February in 1926. 

     After many years, the 
Negro History Week trans-
formed to the famous event 
known as Black History 
Month. It was decided to be 
officially held on February 
by Dr. Woodson since he 
picked the week to fall on 
the months of famous Black 
abolitionists  like Fredrick 
Douglas and President Abra-
ham Lincoln.  And that’s how 
the biggest event of recog-
nizing the culture of Afro 
History got started, through 
a man that is also recognized 
himself.

Natasha Harness listens intently at 
the BHM program. 

TR Band member, Carly Moore, 
sings Lift Every Voice and Sing.

Black History Committee and The Thornridge Faclon Jazz Band Mr. Douglas, Dolton Mayor’s Office 
Chief of Staff Mrs. E. Scott, & Mrs. 

Udu

Black History Month Seminar

Black History 365
   
   By Aaron Cole

POWER TO THE 
PEOPLE
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Black History 

Falcon Elites
Thornridge Competitive 

Dance Team
Saturday, May 21, 2016 

Chicago Fire Soccer vs. 
Houston Dynamo Soccer
Half-time Performance 

Tickets are $18.00
Chicago Fire Soccer Club will 
donate a portion of each ticket 

back to Thornridge High School 

Falcon Elites Dance Team!



20-Day Spring 
Challenge

     Oh, why not drink a pop 
here and there. You want the 
fizzed, bubbly taste. “Is it 
really worth it,” is the ques-
tion. Well truth is…it is bad 
for your health.
     You see pop machines 
everywhere, in public plac-
es as well as in schools. In 
our school there are two pop 
machines that students can 
use. Some students buy pop 
almost everyday from the 
machines. Bridgett Castillo 
said “I drink 
about two 
pops every 
month or I 
really do not 
even drink it 
at all”.  
     That is 
considered 
good because 
it is not that 
much pop. Rahkim Alston 
said, “I hardly ever drink 
pop. When I do, I am on the 
go and that is something 
quick and cheap I can grab. 
I would grab water if it was 
right there, but I always see 
pop.” That comment right 
there means a lot. 
     The pop companies, (Pep-
si or Coca-Cola products), 
are putting pop machines ev 

erywhere. Pop is conve-
nient when you are thirsty. 
The main reason people are 
buying pops. Pop comes 
with your order of food, or it 
is a cheaper buy than water 
or juice. Many people gain 
weight and become obsessed. 
Many people can get diabe-
tes. Drinking a lot of pop can 
cause weakened bones and 
risk of osteoporosis. Drinking 
a lot of pop can also cause 
kidney damage, increased 

blood 
pressure, 
heartburn, 
and harmful 
effects on the 
liver. There 
are a lot dis-
advantages 
to drinking 
pop. Nicolas 
Armstead 

said “The only advantage of 
drinking pop is if you have 
low blood sugar, then yea you 
can drink pop”. That is more 
than likely, in my opinion the 
only advantage of drinking 
pop. Drinking pop is very 
harmful, especially when you 
drink a lot of it. There were 
72 participants who said they 
call it pop, soda, soda pop or 
other.

Pop or Soda?
  
     Mr. K. Lecompte said “I call it pop. Everybody else is wrong.”

     Mr. S. Valant said “Soda of course.”

     Mrs. A. Mitrovich said “ Pop, but my grandma would always say do you  
     want a ‘coke’?  Even if  she was offering you a Sprite.”

     Ms. C. Mitchell said “I just had this discussion with students not long ago. 
     I was telling  them I  think it depends on where you live in the U.S.
     I lived in D.C. and they say ‘soda’.”

Day 1~ Black Bean Wrap
Day 2~ Crab Cakes
Day 3~ Turkey Burger
Day 4~ Grilled Cheese 
Day 5~ Shrimp and Grits
Day 6~ Chicken Breast with 
Cream of Chicken Soup
Day 7~Salad
 *NO SALAD DRESSING
Day 8~Egg Salad
Day9~Shrimp Tacos
Day 10~ Broccoli And Cheese 
Soup
Day 11~ Ham or Turkey 
Sandwhich

Day 12~Corn and Avacado 
Salad
Day 13~Sushi
Day 14~ Blackened Fish with 
Brown Rice
Day 15~ Homemade Pizza
Day 16~ Avacado Chicken 
Salad
Day 17~ Baked Chicken 
Breast
Day 18~ Meatless Stuffed 
Pepper
Day 19~ Plain Baked Potato
Day 20~ Salad

Scary Facts About Health 
By Kashleigh Redd

     Today, HIV is very easy to 
catch. You can be born with 
it or get it from intravenous 
drug usage.  We all know 
that having sex can cause it 
too, but let’s be real. How 
many of you boys would 
actually tell your girl that 
you have HIV? You want 
to “hit it” first, then tell her 
anything. A lot of you like 
to let people figure it out 
for themselves. Well, that is 
going to take someone’s life 
away. This is why you have 
to choose your actions wisely.   
     The people you go to 
school with can have it, the 
people outside of school 
can have it and even the guy 
down the street. The people 
you are closest to can have it 
also.

     HIV infection is caused 
by the human immunodefi-
ciency virus. You can get HIV 
from contact with infected 
blood, semen, or vaginal 

fluids. Most people get the 
virus by having unprotected 
sex with someone who has 
HIV. Another common way 
of getting it is by sharing drug 
needles with someone who is 
infected with HIV. 
(webmd.com/hiv)

     Ways to prevent getting 
HIV are get tested and know 
your partner’s HIV status. 
...Have less risky sex. ...Use 
condoms. ...Limit your num-

ber of sexual partners. 
...Get tested and treated 
for STDs. ...Talk to your 
health care provider 
about pre-exposure pro-
phylaxis (PrEP). ...Don’t 
inject drugs. 

     Mono? What type of 
word is Mono? It is  an 

infection with the Epstein 
Barr.formally know as  In-
fectious Mononucleosis,. It is 
often called “mono “or “kiss-
ing disease”.   Mono is trans-
mitted by saliva. Symptoms 
include fatigue, fever, rash, 
and swollen glands. 

                                   By Kashleigh Redd
                   *Suggested By Fitness Trainer at Planet Fitness.

Fitness Tariner said  “This is a benificial Challenge because 
the food items go along with health and losing weight. This is 

the start of changing your healthy lifestyle”
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Healthy Living 

Get the Fizz 
By Kashleigh Redd



Girls 
Basketball 

Season Statistics 

Varsity- 
8 wins 23 loses

Sophomore- 
0 wins 22 loses

Freshman- 
0 wins 18 loses

     Rayven Watts at 5’11” 
is a very good point guard 
and small forward. She is an 
enthusiastic player. But you 
cannot forgot Jayla McGee, 
5’2,  is a point guard 
also. Shout out to 
them both.
     Rayven is a 
superb player. She 
is an honor student, 
keeps her grades up 
and gets her game 
on. Watts’s favorite 
subject is math. She 
insists on keeping 
her grades up to play 
ball. So, keep up the 
good work! 
     Watts has been 
hooping since she 
was six years old. 
When she started 
playing ball, she really en-
joyed it. Watts said ,“I really 
did not even choose basket-
ball, it kind of just choose 
me.” The most points Watts 
has scored in a game recently 
was 35 points. 

when asked if she would like 
to become a professional 
basket ball player, Rayven 
made the following comment, 
“Honestly, no, because it is 

quite impossible. It is kind 
of a low chances out there of 
that happening”.  
     Well, there is a school 
outside of Illinois looking at 
Watts’s performance in bas-
ketball. “I am pretty excited. 

to lay down and go to sleep. 
But, that is not how it works 
because I have to keep my 
grades up to play and not be 
on the bench” is what Watts 
disclosed.
 
     Jayla McGee started play-
ing basketball in 2nd grade. 
She plans to continue to go to 
college after high school and 
not continue in basketball be-
cause it is too much stress on 
her. The most points she ever 
scored in a came is 25 points, 
which was freshmen year. 
     In order to keep playing 
while in high school, she also 
knows that she must keep her 
grades up. Her favorite sub-
ject is science. She is often 
ready to go to sleep after she 
gets home from her games, 
but she makes homework 
priority.  So, she gets to it. 
     Jayla said, “I went from 
being in baller into basketball 
because I wanted to play.” 
She believes that if she con

 
Boys 

Falcon Bowling

High Game Varsity- 
Chris Moore 268

High Game Junior Varsity- 
Sam Stokes 228

High Series Varsity- 
Chris Moore  664

High Series Junior Varsity- 
Sam Stokes 474

High Average Varsity- 
Travelle Hudson 189.11

High Average Junior Varsity- 
Sam Stokes 149

Jayla McGee making a marvelous            
                           shot   

Keep Hoopin’
By Kashleigh Redd
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Falcon Sports 

I would love to get out of Illi-
nois” is what Watts said. Ray-
ven is most definitely looking 
forward to continuing basket-
ball after high school. 

     Hopefully 
more schools 
want her on 
their team, 
so she can 
have a wide 
selection of 
choices. 
     Watts 
is not only 
interested in 
basketball. 
She is very 
athletic in 
other areas 
as well. She 
plays for the 
boy’s base-

ball team. 
     She admits that it is not 
all about playing ball, you 
still have school work. That 
is why Watts is academically 
superior. “After the games, I 
get home late and just want 

Lady Falcon Bowlers
High Series
JV (Jr.) Jamaria Fisher 314 (TT) (174/140)
Var (Jr.) Miracle Patrick Holmes 328 (178/150)

High Game
JV Jamaria Fisher 174
Var (Jr.) Kristina Wilson (TW) 219

High Average
JV (Jr.) Triana Johnson (TT) 101
Var Miracle Patrick Holmes 142

High Team Series 
Varsity 806      (Jr.) Diamond Rycraw        (Jr.) Miracle Patrick Holmes
(Jr.) Dionne McArthur    (Fr.)  Aysia Smith
(Jr.) Krisitina Wilson

             Rayven Watts making a fantastic shot into the basket. 

tinues basketball in college, 
she will eventually became 
a professional basketball 
player. 

Season Stats:
Varsity: 
2 Wins  12 Losses

SWSConference Red Div:
JV 6th place with 1618 pins
Var 5th place with 4312 pins

SWSC Regionals Red Div:
Varsity placed 10th with 3905 
total pins. 
                                                                                                                                                      



By TR Staff Writer
Through grit and determina-
tion TR Falcons try to over-
come the Hillcrest Hawks. 
In the first half the Falcons 
managed a hard fought 22 
points to the Hawks 33. At 
half the leading scorer is Ol-
iver McCall with 8pts. Num-
ber 10, Terrell Whitehead, 
was working hard to get the 
rebound and he managed to 
knock down a three! Oliver 
McCall doing what he does 
best...rebound and gets it 
back in for the score. There 
were some tense moments 
as Jalyn Clark, #11, goes out 
with an injury to his ankle...
that is a loss the Falcons can 
do without.

Second half....
 
The Falcons jumped on the 
Hawks early in the half by 
scoring 4 unanswered points 
resulting in a quick time out 
by the Hawks coach. This 
just may be the shift in mo-
mentum that the boys need. 
Number 1, Demanuel Bur-
ton (D-Man) goes in for the 
lay-up and gets the And One 
at 2:25 in the third quarter. 
The boys are playing with 
such heart and tenacity it is 
shame we are still down 29-
41 at 1:24 in the third quarter. 
Whitehead shoots a three and 
just can’t quite get it to go 
down....”Let’s go Falcons!”

Coach Hill holds up the ball 
at half court determined to 
get a last second shot off, but 
Josiah Stevens, #2, gets the 
foul on a drive and shoots for 
two. Third quarter comes to 
a close-- Falcons 29, Hawks 
45. The score may not be 
close, but the boys are not 
giving up. “Come on boys 
put your head in the game!”

…4th quarter
 
Begins with a play and a 
shot attempt by junior, #33, 
Yakov Witherspoon that 
unfortunately ends with #25 
Marquise Moore fouling out. 
A Falcon Fan says, “That’s a 
big hit to the team there. That 
is a loss we don’t need right

team. “Keep working hard. 
Don’t put your heads down, 
hold ‘em up!!” There is 3:57 
remaining, score 38-54...will 
this be the end of our season?
 
Persistence and fortitude 
causes disruption for the 
offending Hawks giving the 
defending Falcons a steal and 
the score from McCall who 
now has 13pts. “Let’s get 
fired up!” – TR Varsity Cheer

Side bar...there is a small 
cheer battle with the Hawks 
cheer team lackadaisically 
attempting our cheer. We 
are often imitated, but never 
duplicated.
 
...and now back to the 
game...
 
1:29 Stevens brings it up the 
court and has a costly turn-
over which leads to a foul 
and an immediate substitu-
tion. 1:21 remaining Coach 
Hill concedes, he takes out all 
starters and puts in the sec-
ond team. Score 42-63.

 It has been an exciting 
season to say the least. The 
boys had many highs and 
some lows. Overall they did a 
decent job holding down the 
athletic fort. That being said, 
keep your heads held high 
with pride, for you did your 
best. For some there is al-
ways next season to take the 
Falcon pride to new heights. 
And for those who are mov-
ing on, congratulations on a 
great season and we wish you 
luck in your future.

Final score 42-63. Leading 
scorers Oliver McCall with a 
respectable 15pts and Terrell 
Whitehead with 12 pts. Good 
job guys!
 
After the game, being shout-
ed from the stands, encour-
aging words could still be 
heard. Ms. Flowers (GCA 
and Falcon fan) says, “Good 
try boys. Hold your head up. 
You win some and you lose 
some.”

now.” Terrell Whitehead gets 
into a fast rhythm with four 
unanswered points. “Keep 
your head in the game!” the 
crowd shouts to the Falcons.  
Early in the fourth quarter 
the boys are playing good 
defense causing the Hawks 
to turn the ball over, resulting 
in a foul with Witherspoon 
shooting two. Is this the 
momentum change we are 
looking for?
 
Time keeps ticking; Coach 
calls the play...but the boys 
don’t quite execute. Thank 
goodness because the Hawks
ultimately foul McCall. 
Thanks for the save Hawks! 
Coach Hill calls time out and 
gives a pep talk to his

Season Statistics:

Joliet West | LOSS 54-69
Joliet West | LOSS 69-75
Joliet West | LOSS 57-74
Joliet West | LOSS 48-58
Bradley    | WIN 77-66

Crete M.    | LOSS 74-78
LWN        | WIN 53-45

LWC          | LOSS 49-67
Kankakee Christmas Tourny
LOSS 45-71/ LOSS 56-63
WIN 45-36/ WIN 47-30

Thomwood | LOSS 62-70
LWW          | WIN 52-49

MLK Shoot-Out @ Marshall 
LOSS 41-67

Thornton HS Shoot-Out
 WIN 71-38

Thornton    | LOSS 59-71
Andrew       | WIN 57-53
Bradley        | LOSS 58-64
LWN            | LOSS 56-58
LWC            | WIN 58-54
TW              | LOSS 58-69
LWW           | LOSS 39-47
Thornton    | LOSS 43-45
Andrew       | LOSS 49-50

TRHS... the final 
call
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Falcon Sports 

FAlCON WRESTlING
Athlete Weight 

Class
Award Event

Marquis Brown 126 3rd Place Simeon Tournament
Jamari Brown 145 2nd Place REGIONALS

6th Place SECTIONALS
Darallel Dugar 220 2nd Place Bolingbrook Tournament

2nd Place Simeon Tournament
2nd Place Thornton Tournament
4th Place REGIONALS
5th Place SECTIONALS
8th Place SWSC All Conference

Devon Gordan 195 2nd Place REGIONALS
6th Place SECTIONALS
8th Place SWSC All Conference

Donovan Gordan 182 6th Place SWSC All Conference
2nd Place Bolingbrook Tournament

Brandon Green 285 1st Place Bolingbrook Tournament
5th Place REGIONALS
7th Place SWSC All Conference

Ozell Johnson 132 2nd Place Bolingbrook Tournament
Avonte Lilard 152 3rd Place Bolingbrook Tournament 

Attention Students!
Interested in a vocation or trade?  

Want to be a teacher?  
Want to work in the medical or legal profes-

sion?  
Apply for the Ray Price Faculty Association 

Scholarship today!  

See Mrs. Mitrovich in Room D100 to pick up 
an application.  

Applications are due back on April 8th.  

(L) Oliver McCall, (above) 
Terrell Whitehead


